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“There are no women equivalents for Michelangelo or Rembrandt, Delacroix or
Cezanne, Picasso or Matisse, or even, in very recent times, for de Kooning or
Warhol, any more than there are black American equivalents for the same. If
there actually were large numbers of "hidden" great women artists, or if there
really should be different standards for women's art as opposed to men's--and
one can't have it both ways--then what are feminists fighting for? If women have
in fact achieved the same status as men in the arts, then the status quo is fine as
itis.

But in actuality, as we all know, things as they are and as they have been, in the
arts as in a hundred other areas, are stultifying, oppressive, and discouraging to
all those, women among them, who did not have the good fortune to be born
white, preferably middle class, and above all, male. The fault lies not in our stars,
our hormones, our menstrual cycles, or our empty internal spaces, but in our
institutions and our education--education understood to include everything that
happens to us from the moment we enter this world of meaningful symbols,
signs, and signals. The miracle is, in fact, that given the overwhelming against
women, or blacks, that so many of both have managed to achieve so much sheer
excellence, in those bailiwicks of white masculine prerogative like science,
politics, or the arts.
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